
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     
 
HSRC hosts Namibian delegation   

On Tuesday, 11 October, the HSRC hosted a delegation from Namibia who formed part of a larger 

delegation attending the South Africa-Namibia Joint Policy Symposium.  It provided the opportunity to 

discuss and exchange the current work done under the memorandum of understanding (MoU) with the 

Multidisciplinary Research Centre (MRC), based at the University of Namibia. 

The engagement also provided the opportunity to explore other potential collaboration between the 

institutions. Dr Temba Masilela, Deputy CEO for Research, gave an overview of the research areas of the 

institution and   projects of national priority under way.     
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Dr Temba Masilela, DCEO of Research and Mr Peter Pedlar, DCEO of 
Operations and Capacity Enhancement with the members of the Namibian 
Delegation 

 

International bilateral engagements 

 
Participants from the HSRC  

 
Namibian delegation during the discussions 

 



 

 

French Parliamentary delegation visit 

The HSRC hosted a delegation from 

the French Parliamentary Office for 

evaluation of scientific and 

technological options (OPECST). The 

delegation, led by Mr Claude Birraux, 

MP of Haute Savoie and President of 

the Parliamentary Office for 

Evaluation of Scientific and 

Technological Advice (OPECST), and 

Mr. Jean-Yves Le Déaut, Member of 

Meurthe et Moselle and vice-

president of OPECST. 

The two parliamentarians, 

accompanied by a small delegation, 

visited  

South Africa as part of their research into ‘Innovation in the face of fears and risks,’ to be presented to the 

OPECST in January 2012. This visit followed on similar visits to China, India, Germany, Belgium, the US 

and Sweden and  explored how South African public authorities, researchers and academics address 

innovation in the country and how they respond to risks they consider to be important.  

 The main issues discussed at the meeting were  

• risks identified by the South African authorities (whether they relate to public health or 

environmental degradation, among others); 

• how these analyses differ from the French approach; 

• whether the approach is evolving; and  

•  the appearance of new fears in the South African society as a result of the pace at which 

technological development is taking place.  

 The HSRC gave an overview of our work around the 

influence of technology transfer and the South African 

approach to innovation and how these technology transfers 

have impacted upon large companies in the industry. A 

discussion raised issues about the structures put in place by 

the South African public authorities to manage innovation; 

whether these authorities consider innovation to be essential 

to South Africa's continued development and growth over 

the next 20 and 40 years; and whether there are plans for 

specific aid and financing of future innovation. 

 

 

 

Mr Claude Birraux, MP of Haute Savoie & President of the 
Parliamentary Office for Evaluation of Scientific and Technological 
Advice (OPECST) and Mr Jean-Yves Le Déaut Member of Meurthe et 
Moselle & Vice-President of OPECST 

 

 
Teams from the HSRC and French 
delegation 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

The role of medium-sized cities in development 

Professor Ivan Turok of the Economic Performance and Development programme at the HSRC gave a 

lecture on the role of medium-sized cities in national economic development 

at a major conference on regional policy held in Brussels in October, on 

invitation of the European Commission. More than 5 000 participants 

attended the conference. 

Turok showed how, in an era of globalisation and the information and 

communications technology revolution, it has become fashionable for 

economic theory and government policy to focus particular attention and 

resources on the largest cities ('global cities' or 'mega-cities'). He stressed, 

however, the need to recognise an important role for secondary cities to avoid 

over-concentration, congestion and inflationary bottlenecks in the mega cities.  

Secondary cities can compete either by cutting costs and improving the efficiency of their business 

environment, or by becoming more distinctive and thereby gaining a differential advantage. They can do 

this by developing novel industries, particular occupations, a unique built environment, and/or a special 

brand reputation. 

 Turok discussed the pros and cons of different strategies, and concluded that a multi-dimensional 

approach with clear alignment between policies for different elements of physical, human, financial and 

image development was of utmost importance. 

 

37
th

 Annual Conference of the Association for Moral education 

Dr Sharlene Swartz presented a paper at the 37
th
 Annual Conference of the 

Association for Moral Education on ‘Cultivating morality: human beings, nature and 

the world’ which took place from 24 to 28 October Nanjing, China. This conference 

usually alternates between Europe and North America, but was held in China in an 

effort to expand thinking and widen the network of those involved in moral 

education and the study of morality.  

The conference was co-hosted by the Journal of Moral Education and the Asia 

Pacific Network for Moral Education.  Swartz’s paper, entitled  ‘Restitution as moral 

framework: Exploratory views from South Africa regarding its meaning and 

necessity’, looked at how a group of university students in South Africa interpreted and conceived small-

scale research projects on the broad notion of restitution.  

She also participated in a symposium entitled ‘Moral Learning: integrating the personal, professional and 

political’. 

 

Staff exchange research ideas 

 

 



 

 

 

Rape as a political weapon  

Prof Nancy Phaswana-Mafuya, director of the Social Aspects of HIV/AIDS 

Research Alliance (SAHARA) network attended an interdisciplinary workshop 

at Pittsburgh University, USA, from 17 to 20 September 2011. The workshop 

was organised by the Global Studies Center, University Centre for 

International Studies University of Pittsburgh, with top southern African and 

American scholars, Zimbabwean government representatives and civil 

society. 

The workshop, ‘Silence no more: Rape as a political weapon for violence in 

Zimbabwe,’ aimed at initiating a dialogue on the effect of political violence on 

Zimbabweans, in particular. Rape as a political weapon has contributed 

significantly to the HIV/AIDS pandemic in Zimbabwe. 

The ultimate goal of the workshop was to build a network of scholars to develop an empirical database of 

rape victims in Zimbabwe and to develop evidence-based interventions that would provide emotional, 

spiritual and psychological healing for rape victims.  

Phaswana-Mafuya convinced the workshop to use the 6
th
 SAHARA Conference, which took place from 28 

November to 2 December 2011 in Port Elizabeth, South Africa, as a vehicle for collaborative research in 

sub-Saharan Africa, and as a result the silence-no-more team conducted two satellite sessions and an 

oral session at the conference. 

 

SADC meets to discuss progress on HIV/AIDS prevention 

Prof. Phaswana-Mafuya also attended a joint meeting of the SADC HIV Research Working 

Group/Prevention Working Group HIV (RWG/PWG) in Johannesburg on 15 and 16 September 2011, 

organised by the SADC Secretariat based in Botswana.  

The meeting had the following objectives: 

• To review terms of references for Prevention Working Group –Research Working Group and 

membership; 

• To share and discuss the progress of the Review of Biomedical, Behavioural, and Structural 

Determinants of HIV Risk and Protective Factors and Best Practices in HIV Prevention; 

• To present progress on developing National HIV Research Agendas by Member States; 

• To discuss and agree on main HIV prevention and research activities to be implemented at the 

regional level in the next 6-12 months; and 

• To discuss the rationale and organisation of the SADC Research Symposium.   
 
Besides serving as a member of the SADC HIV RWG/PWG and SADC HIV/AIDS Regional Partnership 
Forum, SAHARA was nominated to be presented in several SADC task teams, for example the HIV/AIDS 
research dissemination team, HIV  prevention training curriculum team and the team for coordination of 
the capacity building efforts in the region.

 



 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

Building African networks around HIV/AIDS 

The 6th SAHARA Conference 2011 that took place from 28 November to 2 December in Port Elizabeth, 

South Africa, has been a great networking opportunity bringing together under one roof various HIV/AIDS 

stakeholders to engage in the HIV/AIDS research agenda for sub-Saharan Africa.  

The conference had a strong Africa focus with 561 delegates from 36 countries, 23 of which were African. 

These delegates were royally welcomed to the friendly city at the civic reception held at the city’s premier 

conference venue, the Feather Market Centre, sponsored and hosted by the executive mayor of the city, 

Mr Zanoxolo Wayile.   

The conference featured top-level local plenary speakers, such as Dr Olive Shisana (CEO of HSRC), Prof 

Cheick Niang from SAHARA West Africa Regional Office, Dr Alphonse Mulumba from SADC, Dr John 

Fieno from USAID, Dr Wayne Gill from UNAIDS, Ms Josee Koch and Dr Dorothy Mbori-Ngacha from 

UNICEF, and Mr Ngoni Chibukire from SAFAIDS.  

Our international plenary speakers included the executive director of the International AIDS Society, Mr 

Bertrand Audoin, Minister Sekai Holland from the office of the Presidency in Zimbabwe, Dr Sumarjati 

Arjoso, MP from Indonesia and Ms Molelekeng E. Rapolaki, former Ambassador of the Kingdom of 

Lesotho to the United 

States. We also had 

numerous USA and 

European- based 

speakers.   

The conference also 

had a strong capacity 

building focus with 13 

pre-conference 

workshops, 38 plenary 

presentations, 23 

capacity building 

workshops, satellite 

sessions and 

roundtable 

discussions, as well as 

numerous parallel oral 

presentation sessions 

and poster sessions.  One of the full-day satellite sessions included the youth, where 96 young people 

were engaged in dialogues on HIV/AIDS and made presentations on preventing HIV/AIDS from their 

perspectives. The young people saluted the orgnanisers for including them. 

 

 

Workshops and Conferences 

Dr Vitalis Chipfakacha, SADC Secretariat, Minister Sekai Holland from Office of Presidency, 
Zimbabwe, Mr Bertrand Audoin, Executive Director of the International AIDS Society, Dr 
Alphonse Mulumba, SADC Secretariat and Prof Refilwe Phaswana Mafuya, SAHARA Director 

 



 

 

 

Other interesting satellite sessions and workshops included responses of faith-based organisations 

organisers of (FBOs) to the HIV/AIDS pandemic, the integration of HIV and AIDS into the curriculum, the 

impact of group sex events on the HIV epidemic and intravenous drug useand HIV, men who have sex 

with men (MSM) and HIV/AIDS, sex- and gender-based analysis and HIV/AIDS research, and the Higher 

Education AIDS (HEAIDS) Summit, involving 24 universities and FET Colleges.   

 On World AIDS Day (WAD) on 1 December, the conference opened its doors for local stakeholders and 

grassroots-level community people. The plenary session, chaired by Prof. Harry Hausler, director of the 

TB/HIV Care Association, and Ronald Goldberg, (HIV/AIDS Regional Coordinator of the Royal 

Netherlands Embassy, was a paradoxical moment; both solemn and jubilant, characterised by a candle 

lighting ceremony and to celebrate the achievements towards reduction of new HIV infections, AIDS 

deaths, stigma and socioeconomic impact, as well as improved access to treatment and HIV prevention 

initiatives.  

World AIDS Day messages were delivered by Martin Ptoch, a Kenyan school-based educator and Akona 

Ntsaluba, a survivor of gang rape, representing the Gay and Lesbian Network. Both speakers openly live 

with HIV.  

A movie entitled ‘Inside Story – the Science of HIV/AIDS’, produced for the Discovery channel, was pre-

screened and presented providing an in-depth understanding of the science of HIV/AIDS in a very 

interesting and understandable way that appealed to the African context. The 6th SAHARA Conference 

2011 was the first conference globally to pre-screen this movie. 

In her closing remarks, Phaswana-Mafuya announced that Dakar, Senegal will be the venue for the 7th 

SAHARA Conference in 2013. The theme of the 7th SAHARA Conference 2013 is ‘AIDS: 30 YEARS 

AFTER: Consolidating successes, facing new challenges, driving solutions for health, social and 

development problems in Africa’. Nous espérons vous voir à Dakar en 2013! 

The conference closed with a luncheon to celebrate the newly formed partnership between SAHARA and 

Routledge Publishers, who will publish  SAHARA-J, a foremost forum for HIV/AIDS research, working 

together to support its increasing impact on  society and the global knowledge community.  

 

World Congress on Mental Health  

The HSRC hosted a panel discussion on the book Promoting mental health in scarce resource contexts. 

Emerging evidence and practice’ on 18 October, co-authored by Prof.  Arvin Bhana, executive director of 

the Human and Social Development unit and 

published by HSRC Press, at the Worl Congress of 

the World Federation for Mental Health. The 

congress took place from 17 to 21 October 2011 at 

the Cape Town International Convention Centre.  

The panel was led by key discussants Prof. Vikram 

Patel and Associate, an internationally renowned 

mental-health scholar, and Prof. Crick Lund from the 

University of Cape Town’s Department of Psychiatry 

and the School of Public Mental Health.  

 



 

 

 

The publication focuses on mental health promotion and promotes the need  for greater attention to be 

paid to mental health in the quest for human development and self-reliant, sustainable communities. It 

focuses on achieving a state of well-being in which individuals recognise their abilities, can cope with the 

normal stresses of life, work productively and make a contribution to their community. The participants 

acknowledged that this publication is a critical resource for mental health practitioners working in under-

resourced contexts and that it will be an important tool in the training of mental health practitioners.  

Copies of all of HSRC Press published titles are available from leading booksellers nationally, and from 

the online bookshop at www.hsrcpress.ac.za. You can also download the eBook from our website in 

PDF format by clicking on www.hsrcpress.ac.za/promoting-mental-health 

The opportunity was used to exhibit and display the HSRC’s institutional and research materials, reports 

and publications and was  visited by many African and international scholars, researchers, policy-makers 

and organizations working in the mental health arena.  

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Dr Arvin Bhana (left) and Prof. Vikram Patel (right) 

 

The co-autors and contributors of the Promoting 
mental health  in scarce resource contexts. Emerging 
evidence and practice with Prof Vikram Patel, 
internationally acclaimed mental health scholar 



 

 

 
The HSRC’s exhibition at the World Congress of Mental Health  

 

Dr Shisana as President of the ISSC participated at ICSU meeting in Rome 

The CEO Dr Olive Shisana,President of the International Social Science Council (ISSC), presented  at 

the 30
th
 International Council for Science (ICSU)  General Assembly in Rome from 27 – 30 September.  

She also met with the ICSU’s President, Professor Yuan Tseh Lee, to further discuss the need for greater 

cooperation between the natural and social sciences.   

 

Dr Glenda Kruss attends a workshop at the University of Sao Paolo 

Dr Glenda Kruss of the Education and Skills Development research programme, 

attended a workshop at the University of Sao Paolo, which brought together 

researchers from Latin America, Asia and Africa who had collaborated on a global 

project funded by the IDRC from 2009-2010. The workshop was hosted by two 

Brazilian research collaborators, Wilson Suzigan of the University of Campinas and 

Eduardo Albuquerque of the Federal University of Minas Gerais.  

The aim of the workshop was to present a set of draft papers towards an edited book 

comparing university industry interaction in developing countries at different stages of 

economic development. The foreword to the book will be written by Professor Richard Nelson, an eminent 

scholar in the field.  

The well-organised workshop was funded by the Brazilian equivalent of the National Research 

Foundation.  After vigorous critique and discussion of each draft paper, the final outcome was a structure 

and selection of chapters for the book. The manuscript will be completed in February 2012. The long 

process to get to this point is testament to the challenges and rewards of global collaboration across 

multiple countries.  

 

20th Jubilee International Safe Community Conference 

Mr Adlai Davids of the HIV/AIDS, STIs and TB programme, presented a paper, co-authored by Prof. 

Jeroen van Ginneken on the topic ‘Geographical trends in blunt force injury deaths in South African cities 

(2001-2007)’ at a pleanary session at the 20th Jubilee International Safe Community Conference (ISCC) 

in Falun, Sweden from 6-9 September 2011.  

 



 

 

 

HSRC together with our partners hosted a side event at COP 17 

South Africa hosted the seventeenth Conference of the Parties (COP 17) to the United Nations 

Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) in Durban. This being the main international 

platform for negotiating climate change, the event usually attracts world-wide attention.  South Africa’s 

overall participation in the UNFCCC was led by the Department of Environmental Affairs.  

 In light of the attention given to the field of climate change over the next few months, hosting events as 

part of COP 17 provided an important opportunity for the Department of Science and Technology to 

coordinate a programme of activities to showcase efforts within the National System of Innovation that 

demonstrate our contribution to the global understanding of the science of climate change.   

 

 

The HSRC as a science council reporting to 

DST participated and jointly hosted a seminar 

together with our partners CODESRIA, 

International Social Science Council and 

UNESCO.  The seminar was aptly titled: ‘The 

Social Sciences in a Changing Climate: 

Meaningful knowledge that works’.  This 

important event was closed by Minister Naledi 

Pandor and was attended by key 

stakeholders from government, research, 

policy-makers, donors and members of 

international organizations committed to the 

climate change response.  

 

 
Dr Olive Shisana (Chair), Dr Heide Hackman and Mr Peter Jacobs 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ms Naledi Pandor, Minister of Science and 
Technology made the closing remarks. 

 



 

 

HSRC participates in 13
th

 CODESRIA General Assembly  

The HSRC participated in the 13
th
 General Assembly of 

CODESRIA held in Rabat, Morocco from 5 to 9 December 

2011.  Participation ranged from exhibiting publications, 

hosting a roundtable, as well as launching the recently 

French translated version of The Meanings of Timbuktu.  

 
The French version of The Meanings of Timbuktu was launched 
at the CODESRIA 13

th
 General Assembly. 

The theme of the roundtable was  ' The new scramble for 

Africa', and dealt with issues related to the expansion of 

capital in Africa, the corporate social responsibility of South African firms, shifting regional power 

dynamics and regional politics. 

  
The HSRC exhibited its latest publications and hosted a roundtable.  

MoU activity 

The HSRC renewed its commitment to work with Dalhousie University based in Canada and the Atlantic 
Centre of Excellence for Women’s Health when it extended the memorandum of understanding (MoU) 
that has been in existence since 2005. The 6

th
 SAHARA conference provided the opportunity for the 

signing, which took place on 28 November 2011.  The two institutions broadly will aim to: 

 
  (i) Joint application for internships to further consolidate the partnership; 

 (ii) Staff or intern or student exchange; 

 (iii) Collaborations towards conferences, workshops and symposiums; and 

 (v) Joint publications. 

 


